
Black Preaching: The Recovery of Powerful
Art
Black preaching is a powerful art form that has shaped black culture and
society for centuries. Through its unique blend of storytelling, music, and
oratory, black preaching has inspired, comforted, and challenged
generations of African Americans.
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In his new book, Black Preaching: The Recovery of Powerful Art, Dr. James
Cone explores the history, theory, and practice of black preaching. Through
a variety of interdisciplinary approaches, Cone argues that black preaching
is not simply a form of religious expression, but a powerful form of art that
has played a vital role in the development of black culture and society.

Cone begins his book by tracing the history of black preaching from its
roots in Africa to its contemporary manifestations in the United States. He
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shows how black preaching has been used to resist oppression, promote
social change, and create a sense of community among African Americans.

Cone then goes on to develop a theory of black preaching. He argues that
black preaching is a unique form of art that is characterized by its use of
storytelling, music, and oratory. He also shows how black preaching is
rooted in the African American experience and how it has been shaped by
the social and political conditions of black life in America.

Finally, Cone examines the practice of black preaching. He offers a detailed
analysis of the various elements of black preaching, including the
preacher's use of language, gesture, and music. He also provides a
number of practical suggestions for preachers who want to improve their
skills.

Black Preaching: The Recovery of Powerful Art is a groundbreaking work
that sheds new light on the history, theory, and practice of black preaching.
Cone's interdisciplinary approach provides a comprehensive understanding
of this important art form and its role in black culture and society.
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Chapter 1: The History of Black Preaching

The history of black preaching can be traced back to the African continent.
In Africa, storytelling, music, and oratory were all used to communicate



religious and cultural beliefs. When Africans were brought to the Americas
as slaves, they brought their religious traditions with them.

In the early days of slavery, black preaching was often used as a form of
resistance. Slaves used sermons to express their anger and frustration at
their oppressors. They also used sermons to teach each other about their
own history and culture.

After the Civil War, black preaching became a more prominent form of
religious expression. Black churches became centers of community life and
black preachers became leaders in the fight for civil rights.

In the 20th century, black preaching continued to play an important role in
black culture and society. Black preachers were at the forefront of the civil
rights movement and they continued to use their sermons to challenge
oppression and promote social change.

Chapter 2: The Theory of Black Preaching

In Chapter 2, Cone develops a theory of black preaching. He argues that
black preaching is a unique form of art that is characterized by its use of
storytelling, music, and oratory.

Cone shows how storytelling is an essential element of black preaching.
Black preachers use stories to teach about the Bible, to illustrate their
points, and to connect with their audience.

Music is also an important part of black preaching. Black preachers often
use music to create a sense of community and to lead their congregation in
worship.



Finally, Cone shows how oratory is a key element of black preaching. Black
preachers use oratory to persuade, to inspire, and to challenge their
audience.

Cone argues that black preaching is not simply a form of religious
expression, but a powerful form of art that has played a vital role in the
development of black culture and society.

Chapter 3: The Practice of Black Preaching

In Chapter 3, Cone examines the practice of black preaching. He offers a
detailed analysis of the various elements of black preaching, including the
preacher's use of language, gesture, and music.

Cone shows how black preachers use language in a variety of ways to
communicate their message. They may use simple language to make their
points clear, or they may use more complex language to challenge their
audience.

Black preachers also use gesture to communicate their message. They
may use their hands to emphasize a point, or they may use their whole
bodies to create a sense of drama.

Finally, Cone shows how black preachers use music to communicate their
message. They may use music to create a sense of community, to lead
their congregation in worship, or to challenge their audience.

Cone concludes his book by providing a number of practical suggestions
for preachers who want to improve their skills. He emphasizes the
importance of preparation, practice, and delivery. He also encourages



preachers to be themselves and to use their own unique gifts to
communicate the gospel.

Black Preaching: The Recovery of Powerful Art is a groundbreaking work
that sheds new light on the history, theory, and practice of black preaching.
Cone's interdisciplinary approach provides a comprehensive understanding
of this important art form and its role in black culture and society.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the
power of black preaching and its impact on American culture.
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